
LOCHGOIL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING 

HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON MONDAY 8TH OCTOBER, 2018 

PRESENT:   Iain MacInnes (Chair), Tom Murray, Dianne Paton (Secretary) 

ATTENDING: Councillor Alan Reid, PC S Carr and 8 members of the community. 

NON ATTENDING: Sue Morris, Councillor Yvonne McNeilly and Councillor Gordon Blair. 

1. Convenors opening remarks:  Iain welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2. Apologies:   Elizabeth Bain (Treasurer) and Zak Gillan. 

3. Declaration of Interest:  None 

4. Minutes of the Last Meeting: approved by Tom Murray and seconded by Councillor Alan Reid. 

5. Treasurer’s Report:  The balance remains unchanged from September meeting. (£5,623.84)  

6. Matters Arising: 

a) Broadband at Carrick Castle - Councillor Reid reported that BT Openreach emailed to say 
that the pole and the cabling work was completed on 14 September. Local resident who lived 
adjacent to green box had been advised he could not receive it – supplier issue?  Councillor 
Reid asked for contact numbers of those that had issues so that he could follow up. 
(Councillor Reid to Act) 

b) Telephone Line Road To Carrick -TM advised repair had been carried out, however FC were 
only doing the minimum, next gale would bring more trees down. Councillor Reid suggested 
that Road Engineer could look at roads and then ask FC to carry out inspection of trees. (Area 
was TV mast to 30mile sign).  (Councillor Reid to Act) 

c) Bus Service 302 from Helensburgh - Councillor Reid reported SPT have confirmed that they 
will amend the service 302 (Helensburgh – Carrick Castle) timetable to allow a connection 
from Glasgow – Lochgoilhead – Carrick Castle. The 1425 departure from Helensburgh will 
depart ten minutes later (on Saturday and School holidays) to connect with the 926 at the top 
of the Rest and Be Thankful. This will likely come into effect in November 2018. IMacI advised 
that 926 and 976 bus service will not stop at the RABT from 5/11/18 – 3/3/19 

IMacI read out a letter he had received from Peter Knight, Operations Director of Citylink and 
advised that he had a meeting with him to look at the issues in the hope of achieving an 
improved service next year. Question from floor : on 2/10/18 2.30pm bus from Helensburgh 
there were 8 people standing when the bus arrived at Ardgartan, how would someone get 
home to CC if the volume of passengers on service 302 was at maximum capacity? 

d) Japanese Knotweed - Councillor Reid reported Response from Amenity Services dated 12 
September. The land has not had treatment this year yet, but the Contractor (Petro Forestry) 
will go out and assess what is required. TM advised that Japanese Knotweed was at Carrick 
between road & beach area. IMacI advised there was an area towards the left-hand side of the 
road end on Hell’s Glen affected. 

e) Potholes at Carrick Castle/Surface Dressing on Carrick Castle Road  - Roads response – 
“There will be areas of overtreatment from the surface dressing operation which has treated areas of 
verge overrun where puddles have formed. Once the edge line road markings are reinstated this will 
define the carriageway edge once again. Surface dressing does not provide any significant reshaping of 
the existing carriageway surface as it only seals the carriageway surface and gives the surface back its 
texture so if there were any areas of ponding water before treatment then these will still be there. 
We will arrange for the locations to be inspected to see if additional roadside offlets are required and 
we will program this work for Autumn 2018. We are awaiting reinstatement of the road markings 
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before reassessing the location for any verge repairs. This will take place during Autumn 2018”. TM 
advised that although potholes at bridge and toilets had been tarred, they were not up to 
road level and water was gathering – frost would create fresh potholes. TM asked Councillor 
Reid if Road Engineer could also carry out survey of potholes/surface dressing at the same 
time as survey for roads/trees?  (Councillor Reid to act) 

f) Last Bus not going to Carrick Castle - Cowal Transport Forum wrote to SPT asking for the 
last bus to be extended to Carrick Castle when the contract is renewed. No response from SPT 
yet. 

g) VMS Signs at Rashfield and Strachur - Transport Scotland say that the VMS signs have been 
installed and are due to be commissioned during October.  

h) Service Bus 484 From Dunoon – Councillor Reid reported that the response from the 
Council’s Public Integrated Transport Manager was “Discussion has now taken place with West 
Coast Motors, and, as I suspected, the reason for the alternative timetable is this provides the most 
cost effective shift pattern for the drivers. I asked West Coast Motors for a cost for rescheduling the 
service so that the non-school day timetable is the same as the school day service, without the early 
service, and find that the cost would be in excess of £2,000 per annum. Unfortunately, there is no 
budget available for timetable enhancements at this time.”  IMacI asked Councillor Reid to revisit 
this issue.  Councillor Reid suggested that perhaps there could be a “summer experiment” to 
determine demand. 

i) Renewal of Double Yellow Lines at The Goil Inn – TM said they have not been reinstated yet. 
(Councillor Reid to Act) 

j) Communal Bins At Carrick -  Issue resolved. 

k) Greenlight - The only local service provided by Greenlight was to collect glass from 
commercial premises. Amenity Services have put alternative plans in place and there should 
be no impact on the service. 

7. General Update 

50/50 Draw 

A83 Rest & Be Thankful Road & Bus Stop & A83 Unmanned Road Closures  

IMacI asked Councillor Reid for an update on traffic lights, it was agreed that this would be raised 
with G. Fiddes at the CTF on 1/11/18. (IMacI/Councillor Reid to Act). No update on bins to hold 
emergency signs or barriers/bollards.  

Roads – see matters arising 

Police Report – PC Stephen Carr reported from 10/9/18 – 8/10/18 there were 42 incidents 
weather. 4 calls re traffic lights stuck on red at RABT.  6 people reported for speeding and minor 
road traffic incidents. 1 person arrested for assault.  Enquiries were ongoing regarding the theft 
of a Border Collie pup. There had been an increased number of RTA due to the weather 
conditions.  There had been reports of thefts from houses in the Argyll area – be vigilant.  Police 
had received three calls regarding flares going off due to military manoeuvres, PC Carr suggested 
that perhaps CC and FCS should be advised when military manoeuvres are in the area.  Member of 
community advised that flare cartridges had been left at Corran Lochan, PC Carr said he would 
bring this up and obtain the definition of fly tipping. 

1. £50 35 Adeline McArthur

2. £20 49 Edrie Reid

3. £15 48 Anne Livingstone

4. £10 145 Lynn Bolt

5. £5 13 Jeremy Game
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Village Signpost: IMacI reported that he had hoped that the Village Signpost would be in situ, 
however due to inclement weather and H&S concerns, this had been delayed.  Allan Campbell had 
promised machinery/and or men to assist with the erection of the signpost once weather had 
improved – hopefully Thursday – Russell Templeton would travel up to assist with the job. 

Entrust:  IMacI reported that the beach had been cleaned. Stormy weather forecast for the 
weekend would no doubt result in more debris on the beach. 

Forestry Commission: No report.  Response received from S. Morris re measures FCS would take 
to ensure road to Carrick Castle remained open – FCS regularly inspect roads – especially in high 
winds. Calls from members of the public are appreciated when something happens locally.  FCS 
endeavour to open roads as fast as possible. 

Planning:  TM reported the following planning applications 

• Proposal: Works to trees covered by TPO. Location: Glebe Wood Land North of Donich 
View. 

• Proposal: Construction 400 metres of forestry ATV access track. Location: Land to South of 
High Glencroe. Decision : Prior Approval not required. 

• Proposal: Replacement of 6 no. chalets with 6 no. static caravans (Change of Use of land 
to site caravans) and associated balcony decks etc.  Location: Drimsynie Holiday Village, 
Lochgoilhead. 

• Proposal: Renovation and extension of existing dwelling house. Location: Craigard, Carrick 
Castle 

• Proposal: Change of Use from dwelling house (Class 9) to guest house (Class 7) including 2 
self-catering and two en-suite bedrooms, Location: Lochwood House, Lochgoilhead. 
Decision:Approved. 

• Proposal : Demolition & replacement of dwellinghouse. Location: Maragowan, 
Lochgoilhead 

• Proposal:  Demolition of existing residential accommodation block & erection of 
replacement. 

• Proposal: Erection of 25mm telecommunication mast & associated equipment. Location: 
Land at Gleann Mor Near B828, Cairndow. Decision:Approve. 

Donich Hydro Water Scheme: TM reported that the first income from generated electricity had 
been received and would be announced at the AGM on 25/10/18. 

The Hub: IMacI reported that Matt Wynn was the only member of the Hub just now. Hub would 
become sub group of Lochgoil Community Development Trust.  Hub money will be transferred to 
Trust a/c.  Community Garden had drawn up application for poly tunnel.  

Trust Reports: 

Jetty Trust: TM reported that a funding application has been sent to Leader for the new pontoon 
last week, timetable was tight as this required to be in place for January.  Marine Scotland had 
advised that Scottish Government required £2k for the planning application. 

Carrick Castle Trust: TM reported that the Car Boot Sale in Village Hall had cleared £400, mainly 
from sale of tea/coffee.  Purchase of ground from Drimsynie was ongoing. 

Hall Trust: IMacI reported it had been a good month for bookings. 500 litres of oil had been 
ordered with a further 500 ordered for November which would hopefully cover the winter 
months. Goils Got Talent had been well supported with over 70 people attending, after expenses 
had been deducted, there was a profit of £1,000.  There would be a Fireworks Display on 3/11/18 
with food and bar. 

Lochgoil Community Development Trust: TM reported that the AGM would be held on 25/10/18.  
Community Asset Transfer of Donich Hydro from Forest Commission was taking some time.  Work 
had commenced on the Riverwalk and was due to be complete in 4/5 weeks. 
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Letters:   No letters received except letter from Peter Knight which IMacI had read out earlier. 

Any Other Competent Business:  IMacI reported that he had held a meeting with Jayne 
Lawrence-Winch re Lochgoil area service. Dr Peter Von Kaehine, Lorna Alexander, Andrew 
Mclaughlin and Alison White supported IMacI at the meeting, which he felt had been positive as 
all our concerns had been taken on board.  Another meeting with Jayne is scheduled for 
24/10/18, IMacI stated that we must right for our rights as a community, if other communities can 
get services then so should this community.   

IMacI reported that Cowal Elderly Befrienders keeping people connected are starting up again 
with weekly visits to the area.  In previous years, this group had been very successful supporting 
up to 15 people locally along with Crossroads, Dunoon, going on trips and providing a range of 
services designed to improve the quality of life and to keep older people independent and active 
in the community.  

TM asked Councillor Reid what funding was available from A&B Council for facilities in the 
community in light of the funds spent by the Council on the Queens Hall, Dunoon and on the 
Waterfront Project in Helensburgh. Councillor Reid said that TM had raised a good point. 

Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 12th November, 2018 at 7.30pm 
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