
LOCHGOIL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING 

HELD IN THE LIBRARY OF THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON MONDAY 13th NOVEMBER, 2017 

PRESENT:  Iain MacInnes (Chair), Elizabeth Bain, Tom Murray, Zak Gillian, Dianne Paton (Secretary) 

ATTENDING:  Alison McKerracher, Locality Manager – Cowal & Bute, Cowal Community Hospital 

NON ATTENDING:  Ian Prescott, Councillor Gordon Blair (Cowal Ward, A&B Council) 

1. Convenors opening remarks:  Iain welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2. Apologies – PC Stephen Carr, Sue Morris (FCS), Councillor Alan Reid, (Cowal Ward) Councillor Yvonne 
McNeilly, (Cowal Ward) 

3. Declaration of Interest:  None 

4. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 9th October,2017 were approved 
by Tom Murray and seconded by Iain MacInnes. 

5. Treasurers Report:  EB reported that the balance was £2,744.44.  EB and ZG would have a 
meeting re 50/50 club. 

6. Matters arising: 

a. Broadband At Carrick Castle: Cllr AR reported via email – reply from Highlands & Islands 
Enterprise – New site identified for Cabinet 1, next stage will be to start on the build, 
current plans indicate that this is likely to commence at the beginning of 2018.  To follow 
progress http://www.hie.co.uk/regional-information/digital-highlands-and-islands/
default.html  

b. Japanese Knotweed:  Awaiting response from Estates Department re ownership of land.  

c. Potholes on the road adjacent to the Caravan & Chalet Park: Cllr AR advised via email 
that road surfacing works will be carried out over the new few weeks which should resolve 
the pothole issue. Ditches will be reshaped during this work. Signage will be considered as 
budget constraints allow – the new surface will be lined when weather and resources 
permit. 

d. Potholes on Road to Carrick Castle: Cllr AR advised via email that the response from the 
Roads Department was that pothole patching works should be completed by 16/10/17. 

e. Gigha Moorings: Cllr AR reported via email that he had thought that the funding 
mentioned at the last meeting, may have come from a Supporting Communities grant from 
the Area Committee, however this is not the case.  He further advised that he searched 
the web and what came up was a grant of £271,000 in 2013 from the Crown Estate’s 
Coastal Communities Fund. Was this the grant referred to? If not, Cllr AR advised he was 
happy to investigate further if the CC could provide the source of information.   

f. Mud On Road At Carrick Castle: Residents from Carrick Castle advised the “table” that 
the condition of the road was atrocious.  They advised that there was to be a meeting on 
16/11/17 between Frederick Hart of A&B Council, Tithill and Carrick Estate when it is 
hoped that the issue is resolved. Cllr AR advised via email that he had received a further 
complaint from Carrick Castle resident and that he had contacted the Director of 
Development & Infrastructure Services – no reply – emailed reminder, he also advised of 
the meeting scheduled for 16/11/17. 
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g. Bus Service 484 from Dunoon: Awaiting confirmation that timetable has been changed. 

h.  Bus Service 302 From Helensburgh:  Awaiting confirmation agreement reached with 
Garelochhead Coaches on revised timetable and SPT approval of new timetable. 

i. Charging Electric Vehicles:  Cllr R reported via email that Development & Infrastructure 
response was that “the Council was committed to ensuring that there is enough provision 
for charging electric vehicles across all of our Roads Network to meet future needs and 
have to date installed a number of chargers in our main Towns (a selection of trickle and 
rapid charging units are now in place - all of the installations and on-going maintenance 
costs have been met through grant funding made available from the Scottish 
Government).”  

“The Council does not have a budget to support further installations and expansions to 
the electric charging facility as things stand and I would fully expect that on the back of 
the Scottish Governments decision to cease sales of new petrol and diesel cars by 2032 
that they must embark on a number of initiatives that will make electric vehicles more 
viable in challenging geographic areas such as Argyll and Bute. “Innovative solutions such 
as electric highways, charging mats in parking bays and considerations on future 
developments regards electric vehicle charging provision must all be considered in future 
years”. 

  
“As this decision was only recently taken Argyll and Bute Council and every other Scottish 
Roads Authority will be looking to the Scottish Government to provide both a steer and 
importantly the finances that will be required to provide the very necessary 
infrastructure that will support the use of electric vehicles in rural areas and provide the 
number of charging points required across our communities. 

  
“Like you, we will await further announcements and detail around how these initiatives 
will be supported and more importantly funded.”  Cllr AR suggested that if the 
Community Council wish to pursue further, to write to Michael Russell MSP. 

7. General Update: 

50/50 Draw:  November 

Brief -  Out of Hours Cover: IMacI stated that Lochgoil was a rural area which had concerns with 
health support and out of hours cover and he was pleased to welcome Alison McKerracher who 
had come along to discuss these topics.  AMcK advised that consultations were ongoing regarding 
out of hours cover. Some of areas being reviewed were levels of activity re calls outs to GP’s, the 
use of Advanced Nurse Practitioners and Advanced Paramedics, the NHS 24 service and mental 
health facilities.  Feedback to date re NHS 24 was that the public was not confident in triage 
service offered, many individuals opting instead to go straight to A&E.   There were plans for a 
bed to be made available at Struan Lodge care facility for patients requiring physio/OT, thereby 
ensuring acute beds were free for patients that required them at the local hospital. TM asked if 
shelter housing was available, AMcK advised that there was less available nowadays due to low 
demand as people preferred to be cared for at home.  

A83 Rest & Be Thankful Road & Bus Stop: IMacI reported that following on from the Cowal 
Transport Forum, he raised the issue with Humza Yousaf MSP at the A83 Task Force Meeting on 
25/10/17. The Minister and Transport Scotland said that they would keep IMacI informed on 
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progress. The Minister advised that he was not impressed with the lack of response regarding the 
Bus Stop and Unmanned Road Closures.  

A83 Unmanned Road Closures: IMacI reported that he had advised the Minister at the A83 Task 
Force Meeting of the frustration and inconvenience experienced by travellers because of a lack of 
local road knowledge and communications issues between Police Scotland traffic division and 
Transport Scotland. The Minister again said he would be asking the question. 

Roads:  Cllr AR reported via email that the reply from the Roads was that the faded give way 
markings at the War Memorial Junction and the Caravan Shop junction would be added to the list 
of outstanding lining within Cowal and would be attended to when either resources or suitable 
weather permitted or during the next visit of the lining sub-contractors. At present no timescale 
could be given. 

Police Report: In the absence of PC Carr, IMacI reported that from 9/10/17 – 13/11/17 there 
were 51 incidents – a large number of these related to planned shoots and manner of driving on 
the A83. 2 Crime Reports = 1 road traffic offence and 1 assault – enquiries are ongoing at this 
stage. PC Carr was still awaiting update from Transport Scotland regarding black globe camera at 
the R&BT. 

Village Enhancement: IMacI reported that as winter had now arrived, village enhancement would 
be looked at again in the Spring.  The wet weather had not been helpful this year, however some 
of the flower boxes were still looking not too bad. Due to the wet weather, Japanese knockweed 
had not been sprayed, however the FC had sprayed the Japanese knockweed on their ground. 
Grass cutting is finished for the year. 

Entrust: EB reported that the Beach Clean invoice from Drimsynie had been paid. EB advised that 
she was applying for funding for next year. 

Forestry Commission: IMacI advised that there would no report as Sue Morris was unable to 
attend the meeting. IMacI was dismayed to report that the wooden eagle in the arboretum had 
been sawn in bits by the Forestry Commission and wondered whether it would be replaced (Action 
- SM). IMacI reported that the CC had received an email from the Forestry Commission advising 
that due to reduction in staffing levels they would be unable to deliver Christmas Trees to 
Community Council, local schools and community groups.  Christmas trees would be available on 
a first come, first served basis from Glenbranter Forest Office week commencing Monday 27th 
November.  Please contact Glenbranter Forest office on 0300 067 6600 (Switchboard) or 
stephen.gillen@forestry.gsi.gov.uk   
Planning:  TM reported on the following planning applications:- 

• Proposal: Erection of shelter to be used as nature hide and hut for storage Location: 
Cormonachan Community Woodlands Loch Goil By Carrick Castle 

• Proposal: Widening of a 15metre section of forest road by approx. 8 metres to create a 
lorry turning point. Location: Land North of Pole Farm and East of B828 Lochgoilhead. 
Decision: Prior Approval not required. 

• Proposal:  Demolish and replace existing garage/workshop. Location: Burnknowe, 
Lochgoilhead. Decision: Approve 

• Proposal: Demolition of existing and erection of replacement dwellinghouse (renewal of 
2014/0116/DET) Location: Margowan, Lochgoilhead.  The Community Council raised 
concerns regarding this proposal. EB stated that this would result in major disruption for 
residents. TM stated that Developer should bring the road up to standard. Letter to be 
sent to National Park Planning raising CC’s concerns and letter to go to Inverlounin Road 
Association re CC’s concerns. (Action - DP) 

Donich Hydro Water Scheme: TM reported that the quarterly monies should be received 
regularly from December 2017. 

The Hub: Although there had been no report lodged, the Hub would remain an agenda item. 
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8. Trust Reports: 

Jetty Trust: TM reported that second-hand pontoon available in Oban was unsuitable.  Discussions 
were ongoing with Kip Marina regarding a replacement pontoon as Kip was renewing pontoons. 
The existing pontoon requires to be pumped out regularly. The Jetty Trust will apply for grants in 
the coming year. 

Carrick Castle:  No change since last CC meeting. Jean Murray would be meeting Ann Sobey on 
16/11/17 re the Community Action Plan. 

Hall Trust: IMacI reported that a team of volunteers made of locals, “weekenders” and two 
children, had painted the hall over the weekend of 10th- 12th November and hoped to paint the 
smaller hall over the following weekend.   The faded curtains would be replaced shortly. The Fire 
Extinguishers had been replaced or serviced.  IMacI advised that there was oil in the tank till next 
Summer.  IMacI also advised that there had been several donations received – everyone concerned 
had been thanked. 

Lochgoil Community Trust: TM reported that Pete Clark, acting on behalf of the Trust, had had a 
meeting with FES regarding the proposed asset transfer of land identified as the Hydro Scheme, 
Cormonachan, Children’s Play Area, the Boatyard and Loch Goil Wood. DP asked TM why the 
Boatyard was included, TM replied that Alison White had discussed this with him.  A business plan 
for the proposed land transfer scheme would be submitted to an independent assessor. 

Letters: none. 

9. Any Other Competent Business:  

IMacI reported that approximately 3 years ago he and EB had discussions with the Council into 
taking over the running of the Public Toilets and grass cutting in the village; at that time the 
Council were looking at ways to draw up the right agreement.  IMacI advised that there was now 
an agreement in place and wish to know if the Council would like to have this project reinstated 
as Cllr AR had sent the relevant request form.  All agreed that this should be put on next month’s 
agenda for discussion. 

IMacI advised that Lochgoil area is now on the list of councils to receive wreaths. 

Q. What was the status of the Defibrillator for Carrick Castle?  A. Location required. Cost = £300 
approx. 

IMacI stated that there were 7 defibrillators in Arrochar which were regularly checked by the 
Ambulance Service.  ZG had leaflets with defibrillator information which he would give to EB/TM. 
(Action – ZG) 

10.Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 11th December, 2017 
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