
LOCHGOIL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING 

HELD IN THE LIBRARY OF THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON MONDAY 14th AUGUST, 2017 

PRESENT:  Iain MacInnes (Chair), Tom Murray, Zak Gillan, Elizabeth Bain, Dianne Paton (Secretary) 

ATTENDING:  PC Stephen Carr, Councillor Alan Reid and Mr Jim Ferguson 

NON ATTENDING:  Ian Prescott 

1. Convenors opening remarks:  Iain welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Mr Jim 
Ferguson, Amenity Service Enforcement Officer from Development & Infrastructure Services, 
Argyll & Bute Council, who had come to discuss the topic of dog fouling and fly tipping.  

2. Apologies – no apologies received. 

3. Declaration of Interest:  None 

4. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 8th May 2017 were approved by 
Zak Gillian and seconded by Elizabeth Bain. 

5. Treasurers Report:  EB reported that the current balance was £3,424.00. 

6. Mr Jim Ferguson gave a brief presentation on how the council tackle the issues surrounding dog 
fouling and fly tipping. He advised that there was now additional funding in place for a year and 
that manpower had been increased accordingly. Three areas where fly tipping had been 
identified had been reported to JF by IMacI and JF had removed the items. JF confirmed that 
there was a three-weekly bin collection in operation for public refuse bins and acknowledged 
that resources were tight.  TM said that his commercial contract dated December 2016 for 
Darroch Mhor Chalets, stated that it was to be a fortnightly collection. JF said this was incorrect 
and that TM should seek a refund.  EB advised that the large refuse containers in her area were 
lockable to prevent fly tipping, the council men do not re-lock after emptying them and asked if 
this could be addressed. (JF to Act).  Question from the floor: There is no visitors’ recycled 
waste bin at Carrick Castle, some campers are leaving recycled waste in piles beside the general 
waste bin; residents are currently bagging this and removing it. What could the council do about 
this issue? JF suggested either contacting local office in Dunoon to collect or Call Centre or 
contact him direct on 07798904446 or Derek Mathews on 01369708600 to arrange for the bags to 
be uplifted. Question from the floor: What should we do with our garden waste? A community 
skip was suggested. In response to questions from the floor on dog fouling and fly tipping, JF 
confirmed that photographic proof and a statement from at least one witness would be required 
before action could be taken against offenders. 

  

7. Matters arising: 

Broadband:  The siting of the green cabinet at Carrick is an ongoing issue. Alan Reid confirmed 
that he had received an acknowledgement from BT for his letter, however he had not received 
any further communication from BT on the subject.   

Friday Dunoon Bus:  AR reported that this issue has been resolved as there was no need for this 
bus to go to the hostel and the timetable would be altered. 
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8. General Update: 

50/50 Draw:  July & August 

A83 Rest & Be Thankful Road & Bus Stop: IMacI and AR had attended a meeting at the RABT Bus 
Stop on 10/08/17.  The meeting was attended by representatives from Scottish City Link Services 
Ltd, West Coast Motors, Transport Scotland and the Forestry Commission Scotland and was chaired 
by Douglas Blades, Public Transport Officer, A & B Council.   There had been a total of 153 
passengers using the RABT stop from May to July, 71 pre-booked and 82 boarded on the day.  
There would be no winter service from end of November through to end of February. West Coast 
Motors and Citylink representatives suggested that this was due to safety concerns regarding the 
possibility of ice on the hill. AR advised that this will be review 2018/2019 and stated that more 
passengers utilising the service would make it more viable. 

There was a lengthy discussion on the need for signage on the A83 to ensure traffic travelling 
North slows down to allow traffic turning left onto the B road at the top of the Rest safely. IMacI 
suggested a flashing sign, however as there had been no major road accidents at this junction, 
Transport Scotland are looking at standard signage. IMacI expressed concerns over the 
effectiveness of standard signage. IMacI highlighted to the attendees at the meeting, the lack of 
road markings around the B Road area. AR will write to Roads Department regarding this matter. 
(AR to Act) 

The council have asked Garelochhead Coaches bus to alter the community timetable on Saturdays 
and school holidays to facilitate a connection via West Coast Motors to Glasgow, mornings and 
afternoons. Although this alteration to the timetable is now subject to SPT approval, it is not 
anticipated that there will be any issue. It is assumed that during the winter months this service 
will also operate from Ardgartan bus stop. 

IMacI reported that he had been advised at the meeting that a Wind Gauge had been installed at 
the side of the road beside Loch Restil.   

The FCS representative was asked if the Forestry Commission would consider introducing a one-
way system at the visitor’s car park as it was observed traffic was entering and exiting in both 
directions and causing problems. 

The Traffic Regulation Order has still not been processed.  EB stated that an A & B Council 
employee should be held responsible for this and AR advised that the situation at the RABT was 
not unique as there are others that have not yet been processed in the Dunoon area.  He stated 
that there was a meeting in Rothesay on 5 September when this topic would be discussed. AR 
agreed to send more details of the meeting so that anyone interested could attend. (AR to act). 
As there is no Traffic Order in place the situation cannot be policed effectively at present and 
drivers of two touring coaches refused to move their vehicles when asked to do so by individuals 
from the meeting.  AR confirmed that all British Coach Companies had been contacted by letter 
regarding the turning circle.  During the meeting at the Rest, two service buses were filmed using 
the stop without issue.  AR suggested that IMacI should write to Michael Russell, MSP for Argyll & 
Bute regarding the signage. (IMacI to Act).  

1.     73 Sue Crowther 1. 129 Debbie Hammon

2. 76 Steven Cade 2. 145 Mark Morpungo

3. 17 Donald Kamsley 3. 25 Catriona Morrison

4. 14 Christine Kirk 4. 84         K Evans

5. 114 Alex Filshie 5. 8 Liz Munro
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Roads: TM reported that there were numerous potholes on the road adjacent to the Caravan & 
Chalet Park and asked that the council look at the condition of the road.  (AR to act). 

Police Report: From 12/6/17 – 14/8/17. There were 76 incidents.  3 speeding, 3 careless driving, 
1 dangerous driving, 1 minor road traffic incidents. There had been an attempted housebreaking 
incident in Glen Croe at Honeymoon Bridge.  

PC Carr reported that joint patrols were ongoing through Operation Ironworks. PC Carr left the 
meeting at 8.45pm. 

Village Enhancement: IMacI advised that he had spoken with John Fletcher again regarding 
flowers and plants for this year’s community enhancement and that John was happy to do this.  
Tom Ducat had been engaged to cut grass in certain areas around the village.  Both John and Tom 
agreed to carry out work for the same budget as last year.  

Entrust: EB advised that funding was in place for March and that the next beach clean would take 
place before the September weekend. 

Forestry Commission: IMacI reported that David Robertson’s successor would be in place around 
21st August and that hopefully she would be able to give a report at the Community Council’s 
meeting in September. 

Planning:  TM reported that the National Park had changed it’s website again. 

• Proposed formation of enlarged service yard and installation of rock-armour banking 
(retrospective). Location: Drimsynie House Hotel, Lochgoilhead, Cairndow. 

• Proposed formation of upland paths. Location: The Cowal Way at Curra Lochain & Cnoc 
Coinnich. Approved. 

• Proposed continued use of a landing ramp slipway for timber extraction vessels and time 
stacking area (until 31/10/2018). Location: Land Adjacent To Public Toilets Carrick Castle. 
Approved. 

• Proposed erection of 2no. holiday chalets and extension to existing house. Location: 
Carrick House, Carrick Castle. 

• Proposed erection of telecoms mast and associated equipment. Location: Drimsynie Forest 
Lochgoilhead, Cairndow. 

• Proposed structurally repair, refurbish and modify corrugated iron former church. 
Location: Former Church, Carrick Castle. 

• Proposed conversion of former church to holiday let. Location: Former Church Carrick 
Castle. 

• Proposed siting of a container (retrospective). Location: Lochgoilhead Village Community 
Hall, Hall Road, Lochgoilhead. 

• Proposed demolish and replace existing garage/workshop. Location: Burnknowe, 
Lochgoilhead. 

• Proposed formation of enlarged service yard and installation of rock-armour banking 
(retrospective). Location: Drimsynie House Hotel, Lochgoilhead. Approved. 

Donich Hydro Water Scheme: TM advised that there was nothing to report over the holiday 
period. 

Gala Day: IMacI reported that he was very glad that the Gala Day had returned to the car park as 
it would have been a disaster if it had been held in the field this year due to the poor weather 
conditions. Two stalls were cancelled due to health & safety concerns, the bouncing castle with 
slide and the bucking bronco. Balloon Magic, Harley Davidson Bikers and the Police Mountain 
Rescue did not appear on the day.  Apologies were received from the Police Mountain Rescue for 
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being unable to attend.  The ceilidh was a great success with 120 tickets sold - a sell-out, which 
everyone enjoyed.  The Gala Day events would not have happened without the volunteers who 
worked tirelessly from early afternoon Friday through to early afternoon on Sunday. The Gala Day 
and evening would not have been possible without the leadership of Matt Montgomery and on 
behalf of the community, I thank Matt and all the volunteers for all their hard work and time.  
IMacI was also thanked for his own involvement and work on the Gala Day by the floor. 

The Hub: No report lodged. 

Emergency Equipment : IMacI reported that replacement items for the Lochgoil Emergency 
Equipment, which is stored in the Hall for local emergencies, should arrive any time now.  

9. Trust Reports: 

Jetty Trust: TM reported that the pontoon was taking in water and that two new electric pumps 
had been purchased to pump the water out due to problems with the current petrol pump. 

Carrick Castle:  TM reported that there was no change to the broadband as the green cabinet had 
not be sited.  James Fraser of Friends of Loch Lomond & Trossachs and Allan Campbell would 
officially open 

the Cormonachan Woodlands Car Park on Thursday 14th September, 2017. 

Hall Trust: IMacI reported he was looking for volunteers to paint the interior of the hall. The hall 
required a facelift.  Volunteers should contact IMacI. The Hall Trust AGM would be held soon. 

Lochgoil Community Trust: EB reported that the meeting had been postponed until last Thursday 
and she had been disappointed with the turnout. 

10.Letters: An email had been received from a concerned resident regarding the siting of a static 
caravan next to the Lochgoilhead Church. An email had been received from a resident who was 
keen to know who was responsible for spraying Japanese Knotweed due to the proximity to their 
property boundary.  TM & IMacI advised that spraying should be carried out when the plant was 
in flower during August/September and that the effectiveness of the spraying depended on 
whether there was dry weather for 24 hours after spraying. A Reid said that he would find out 
who was responsible for spraying and who owned the land (AR to Act) 

11.Any Other Competent Business:   

AR stated that it would not be practical for his colleagues, Gordon Blair and Yvonne O’Neill to 
attend all the Community Council meetings in the area and therefore they had agreed to each 
have a six-month allocation with an handover before the next six months by the other colleague 
and so on, always providing feedback to each other after meetings. TM asked if AR would bring 
the colleague that would be attending the next six- month block of meetings to his last meeting 
to ensure continuity; AR advised that this was not required as his colleague would receive the 
minutes of the previous meetings and feedback from himself. 

Question from the floor:  There was sewage in the water at Carrick Castle, what was being done 
about it? A response from the floor advised that it was Algal Bloom as per notice issued by Argyll 
& Bute Environmental Office. 

Question from the floor:  Were there any problems with the Hydro Scheme?  EB replied that 
there were no problems.  Question from the floor: although the scheme was commissioned in 

  4



September 2016, there has been very little communication since then when will the community 
have more information? EB advised that the draft minutes from the Trust AGM would be 
circulated and that information on the scheme would be available for all at the Open Day in the 
Village Hall on Saturday 26th August. 

12.Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 11th September, 2017 
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