
LOCHGOIL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING 

HELD IN THE LIBRARY OF THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON MONDAY 12th JUNE, 2017 

PRESENT:  Iain MacInnes (Chair), Tom Murray, Zak Gillan, Elizabeth Bain, Dianne Paton (Secretary) 

ATTENDING:  PC Stephen Carr and Councillor Alan Reid 

NON ATTENDING:  Ian Prescott 

1. Convenors opening remarks:  Iain welcomed all to the meeting.  

2. Apologies – no apologies received. 

3. Declaration of Interest:  None 

4. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 8th May 2017 were 
approved by Tom Murray and seconded by Zak Gillan 

5. Treasurers Report:  The bank balance as of 11/05/17 was £3,660.44. 

6. Matters arising: 

Broadband :  BT Superfast broadband should now be available in the village as the village 
green box is operational. The river green box would be operational in approximately two 
months.  Concerns were expressed with the location of the river green box due to the 
possibility of flooding in the winter.  The site for Carrick Castle’s green box has still to be 
determined by BT as the one initially identified was someone’s slip. Councillor Reid agreed to 
contact BT to establish if an alternative site has now been identified. (AR to Act) 

Friday Dunoon Bus : The ongoing issue of whether it would be possible to reschedule the bus 
timetable to enable passengers to connect from the ferry to Carrick Castle was raised. (AR to 
Act) 

7. General Update: 

50/50 Draw: 

   

1) 22  Margaret Phillips 

2) 115  Iain Christie 

3) 33 Ann Rowe 

4) 135 Allan Campbell 

5) 155 Betty Calland 

A83 Rest & Be Thankful Road & Bus Stop: IMacI reported that the Campbeltown and Oban 
buses now stop at the new bus stop at the Rest; although no booking is required, booking is 
recommended. There is an issue with touring coaches continuing to use the turning circle 
which can prevent the service bus from stopping safely.  Once the area has been adopted, 
police will have the authority to move vehicles on.  What progress has been made on the 
adoption of the area? (AR to Act). IMacI stated there would be a strong case for the bus 
service to continue throughout the winter if the service was well used in the summer.    
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Garelochhead Coaches bus from Helensburgh picks up pupils from the primary school and 
takes them to Carrick Castle.  Currently the bus goes past the bus stop at the Rest seven 
minutes before the bus from Glasgow therefore a connection between Glasgow and 
Lochgoilhead is not possible.  On Saturdays and school holidays, the bus does not pick up 
pupils, therefore would it be possible for the Garelochhead Coaches bus to run 10 minutes 
later during this time to enable a connection between Glasgow and Lochgoilhead? (AR to Act) 

Throughout the winter, both the Council and BEAR regularly grit the turning area. West Coast 
Motors would not stop at the bus stop due to safety concerns between November and March. 
What are the plans for the bus stop this winter? (AR to Act) 

Argyll & Bute Council had issued letters with bus timetables to all residents in Lochgoilhead 
last week.  Why have Carrick Castle residents not received this communication?  (AR to Act) 

Roads: Glen Mhor Road and Carrick Castle to Douglas Pier Road have been tarred.  Areas have 
been marked in yellow from Douglas Pier to the Caravan Site however they have not been 
tarred. (AR to Act) 

Traffic lights were in force again on the Rest. No landslides have been recorded in the last 12 
month period. 

Police Report: From 8/5/17 to 12/6/17. There were 42 incidents.  6 Crime Reports.  2 minor 
road traffic incidents. 1 arrest for a serious assault. 2 incidents of thefts. 1 incident of 
internet fraud.   

PC Carr reported that Operation Ironworks, a joint venture between the National Park 
Rangers, Forestry Commission Rangers and the Police, would patrol local campsites and that 
he would provide a list of the patrol dates for the next meeting. 

Question from the floor – Was PC Carr aware that Scottish Water were seeking access to 
premises to read water meters in the area? (PC Carr to Act) 

Village Enhancement: John Fletcher would plant out pots in the village as per previous year. 
EB stated that Ardencraig Gardens, Rothesay supplied hanging baskets to the village in 
previous years. Could the gardens supply the village again? (AR to Act) 

Dog Fouling Banner: Q&A on location of banner.  Would it be possible to alter and relocate 
the banner as some residents considered the banner to be offensive? IMacI replied that the 
banner was being relocated and agreed that the banner could be altered. 

Entrust: EB advised that funding was in place and that the next beach clean would take 
place in September.  

Forestry Commission: No report. 

Planning:  

• Proposed continued use of a landing ramp slipway for timber extraction vessels and 
use of land to provide a timber stacking area. Extension of permission to 31/10/2018.  
Location: Land adjacent to public toilets Carrick Castle. 

• Proposed erection of a detached garage. Location: Sithean, Carrick Castle. Decision: 
Approve. 

• Proposed erection of dwellinghouse. Location: land west of Bell Cottage, Carrick 
Castle. 

• Proposed extension and alterations to form staff accommodation (studio flat) and 
storage area (ground floor) and additional en-suite lodge bedroom and 2 no. 
refurbished bedrooms (first floor). Location: The Lodge, Lochgoilhead. Decision: 
Approved. 
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• Proposed extension and alterations to form staff accommodation (studio flat) and 
storage area (ground floor) and additional en-suite lodge bedroom and 2 no. 
refurbished bedrooms (first floor). Location: The Lodge, Lochgoilhead. Decision: 
Approved. 

Donich Hydro Water Scheme: TM reported that the community have a 20% share and that he 
understands the Scottish Government have announced that, if the community have a 15% 
share or more, then there should be a 50% rates reduction. Argyll & Bute Finance appear to 
be unaware of this ruling. (A Reid to Act).  Question from the floor – Had the community 
received any monies since scheme was commissioned in September?  TM advised that the 
community had received £6,000 which was being held in the Lochgoil Energy account for 
legal fees and banks to get tax position. 

Gala Day: IMacI reported that the last Gala Day meeting would be 3/7/17. Struggling for 
volunteers to help with preparation and setting up on the day. Support required from caravan 
site to put up marquee. There would be 2 new shows this year, “Walking Magic” and a 
“Bucking Bronco”. In addition to the usual stalls, there would be a Bouncing Castle and a Pop 
Up Bar in the Car Park. Insurance and license for the event were in hand.  There was a 
possibility that a Performance License would be required for the Ceilidh, however it was 
hoped that because of the Village Hall’s charity status, this would not be the case.  The Raft 
Race would commence at 1.45pm for juniors and 2.00pm for adults. 

Website: EB reported that the Accounts showed the website was running very well.  CC 
decided to remove the Website from future agendas.    

The Hub: the committee were in talks with the Hall Trustees re WIFI. They had agreed to 
move forward with a smaller plan for the Hub.  

8. Trust Reports: 

Jetty Trust: TM reported that he and Callum McArthur had pumped out the jetty and that 
they were looking to source a newer pontoon although funding would be a problem. 

Carrick Castle: Nothing to report. 

Hall Trust: IMacI reported that due to the poor weather conditions and concerns for safety, 
the Harley Davidson Bikers visit to the village had been cancelled. The Ride Out Captain, 
Ross, had promised to be in touch following the cancellation and IMacI would ask for a 
donation at that time. Painting planned for the hall was on hold due to lack of funding.  The 
Hall Trust AGM had been postponed and would be held soon. 

Lochgoil Community Trust : EB reported that the action plan had commenced. The Lodge On 
The Loch had not used the community bus, however the bus had been out today with the 
Monday Club. 

9.  Letters : No communications received by newly elected Secretary (DP). 

10.  AOCB  - EB asked if DP would contact Argyll & Bute Council to ensure CC contact details 
were updated. (DP to Act) 
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11.Date of Next Meeting :  Monday 14th August, 2017 
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