
LOCHGOIL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A GENERAL MEETING 

HELD IN THE LIBRARY OF THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON MONDAY 9th OCTOBER, 2017 

PRESENT:  Iain MacInnes (Chair), Tom Murray, Dianne Paton (Secretary) 

ATTENDING:  PC Stephen Carr, Councillor Alan Reid, Councillor Yvonne McNeilly, Sue Morris (FCS) 

NON ATTENDING:  Ian Prescott 

1. Convenors opening remarks:  Iain welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that Sue 
Morris (FCS) would attend the meeting from 8.00pm onwards.  

2. Apologies – Elizabeth Bain, Zak Gillian, and Councillor Gordon Blair 

3. Declaration of Interest:  None 

4. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 11th September,2017 were 
approved by Tom Murray and seconded by Councillor Alan Reid. 

5. Treasurers Report:  There was no report as EB was on holiday.  IMacI stated that the balance 
should be as per last report as no monies had been spent.  

6. Matters arising: 

a. Broadband: Cllr R advised that there was no further update on last report. 

b. Japanese Knotweed : Cllr R reported that he had sent a reminder to the Estates 
Department re ownership of the land.  

c. Potholes on the road adjacent to the Caravan & Chalet Park: Cllr R reported that the 
Roads response to the original issue raised of poor drainage was “the cause of the drainage 
issue is vehicles overrunning the verge and squeezing the roadside ditch closed and thus 
preventing the water reaching the roadside drainage. We will instruct the ditches to be 
cleaned and verges to be repaired and will look to see if additional signage to advise 
motorists to use the passing places to allow overtaking are required”.  TM stated that 
there was a lack of Passing Place signs. Cllr R advised that Councillor Gordon Blair would 
report back to the November meeting. TM advised that there were two new potholes on 
the road to Carrick Castle. (Action - Cllr B) 

d. Overhead Telephone Cable at Carrick Castle : Cllr R had contacted BT regarding this 
issue and reported that the local resident had confirmed that BT had been in touch and 
the issue was resolved. 

e. Mud On Road At Carrick Castle : Cllr R reported that the Roads response was “The 
operator was spoken to and they are regularly sweeping the carriageway and re-cutting 
the offlets in the verges to drain the carriageway.  They are also bringing in some clean 
stone to place in the turning area at the stacking area which will reduce the debris being 
brought onto the carriageway. The operator will also be carrying out some drainage 
improvements to the roadside drainage from the forestry road which will also help to 
reduce the debris being brought into the carriageway”.  The situation has improved; 
however it would be monitored. 

f. Bus Service 484 from Dunoon: Cllr R reported that agreement has been reached with 
West Coast Motors to change the timetable of the afternoon bus from Dunoon to Carrick 
Castle on Fridays to be the same as on other weekdays.  The Transport Commissioners will 
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be asked to approve this change.  Since the Council will write in support, it is certain the 
Transport Commissioners will agree - Douglas Blades has said this should take 30 days. 

g. Bus Service 302 From Helensburgh:  Cllr R reported that whilst considering the proposal 
to run this service a little later on non-school days to allow passengers to connect with the 
Glasgow-Campbeltown service; it has been noticed that the bus arrives at Lochgoilhead 
Primary after the school bell.  This means that the school day timing will need to be 
brought forward as well as the non-school day timing being put back.  After agreement on 
a revised timetable has been reached with Garelochhead Coaches, it will need to be 
forwarded to SPT for their approval. 

h. Charging Electric Vehicles:  Cllr R reported that he had raised this issue with the Roads 
Department and was advised that it was a matter for Development & Infrastructure – now 
waiting on a response from them. 

7. General Update : 

50/50 Draw:  October 

A83 Rest & Be Thankful Road & Bus Stop: IMacI reported that he had attended the Cowal 
Transport Forum and had not been impressed with the answers from the Roads Department and 
the Police; neither could offer a straight answer to questions he had raised with them.  IMacI will 
raise the matter with the minister at the A83 Task Force Meeting on 24 October.  Cllr R reported 
that the Council are recruiting a temporary member of staff (lawyer) to process the backlog of 
Traffic Regulation Orders. The process for the one at the Rest had begun.  No objections are 
anticipated, and the target is to get it in place for the service to this bus stop resuming on 1 
March.  The Council will write to all coach companies to advise them when the TRO will be in 
place.  It is hoped to get funding from Strathclyde Partnership for Transport in 2018/19 for a 
monitoring camera (approx. cost £38,000) to detect illegal parking.  TM asked if the new camera 
would have a recording facility, PC Carr would ask Transport Scotland (Action - PC Carr) 

A83 Unmanned Road Closures: IMacI reported that Police Scotland traffic division and Transport 
Scotland required to improve their local road knowledge and support to the local communities as 
the lack of information available was a source of frustration for travellers. Cllr R reported that 
this issue had been raised at the Cowal Transport Forum and that the Forum agreed to send a 
letter to Transport Scotland setting out their concerns regarding the handling of the closure and 
recommending that there ought to be a presence at Tarbet to provide information on the exact 
location of any incidents.  Cllr R advised that the dates for all CTF meetings were now fixed. PC 
Carr reported that he had asked the Contractors hired to work on Strone Point to attend a 
Lochgoil Community Council meeting to brief the community prior to the work commencing. 

Roads:  Cllr R reported that he was still awaiting a response from the Roads Department 
regarding the linings at the War Memorial Junction and the Caravan Shop junction and that he had 
sent a reminder. 

Police Report: PC Carr reported that from 11/9/17 – 9/10/17 there were 41 incidents – mainly 
repeat incidents. 8 Crime Reports = 2 road traffic, 1 careless driving, 1 dangerous driving, 1 
breach of peace, 1 vandalism, 2 thefts.  

1.    184 Donald Cameron

2. 153 Ann Melvin

3. 55                David Reid

4. 194 Leslie Cuthbertson

5. 117 Lorna Alexander
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Village Enhancement: IMacI reported that as there was no dry spell in August/September it had 
not been possible to spray Japanese Knotweed this year. The grass in the play area and the path 
down from the school to the police station had been kept under control by Tom Ducat.  Sheron 
Hambly and a team of volunteers, including the school children within school hours, had carried 
out the litter pick around the village and Bill Ducat had carried out a litter pick on Glen Mhor 
Road and Hell’s Glen.  The Community Council would like to say a big thank you to all involved. 
The litter gathered filled at 7-ton truck which was supplied by the council. 

Entrust: As EB was on holiday, IMacI reported that the beach clean had taken place as planned 
just after the litter pick. 

Forestry Commission: Sue Morris, Communities & Visitor Services Manager, reported that her first 
priority in her new role was the documentation for the lease of the FCS Ardgartan building and 
that details had been issued inviting interested companies to tender for this work, the deadline 
for tenders was 10/11/17.  The bridge over the Donich Water had been fixed and the gate would 
be locked. Planning permission had been approved to upgrade the forestry road 500 metres from 
the bridge located just outside the village. IMacI asked whether there was still a commitment to 
maintain the Ardentinny Path.  SM confirm that the original trail was still closed, however there 
was a diversion in place at Birchwood, Ardentinny and that the trail would be re-instated in the 
longer term.  Question from the floor – up to 20 individuals from the Scout Centre had been 
cycling within the Arborteum resulting in damage to the area which was to the detriment of other 
users – could the FCS do anything about it. (SM to act). TM asked if SM would find out about the 
two planning applications relating to Forestry Land. (SM to act) 

Planning:  TM reported the following planning applications :- 

• Proposal: siting of a container (retrospective) Location: Lochgoilhead Village Community 
Hall – Decision : Approve. 

• Proposal: Alterations to Railway Bridge. Location: Bridge South of Creag-an-arnain Railway 
Viaduct, Arrochar. Decision : Prior Approval not required. 

• Proposal :  Repairs to Railway Bridge. Location : Railway Bridge North of Ardvorlich 
Railway Cottage, Ardlui access track. Decision : Prior Approval not required.  

• Proposal : Construction of 2210 metres of new ATV access track. Location: Land at Argyll 
Forest Park & Land West of Lettermay, Lochgoilhead. Decision : Prior approval not 
required. 

• Proposal : Construction of new telecommunications site comprising lattice tower mast, 
equipment cabinets and ancillary hardstanding, fencing etc and formation of 25mm long 
access track. Location: Loch Restil Co-location Near Loch Restil, Cairndow. Decision : 
Approve. 

• Proposal : Construction of 2210 metres of new ATV access track. Location : Land At Argyll 
Forest Park and Land West of Lettermay, Lochgoilhead. 

• Proposal : Widening of a 15 metre section of forest road by approx. 8 metres to create a 
lorry turning point.  Location : Land North of Pole Farm & East of B828 Lochgoilhead. 

Donich Hydro Water Scheme : TM reported that there was no update.   

The Hub: No report lodged.   

Emergency Equipment : IMacI reported that he had picked up replacement items for the Lochgoil 
Emergency Equipment from Dunoon. 

8. Trust Reports: 

Jetty Trust: TM reported that the pontoon had taken in water twice since the last report, water 
had been pumped out.   Negotiations were ongoing for a pontoon from Connel Bridge. 
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Carrick Castle:  Nothing to report.  TM advised AR that there was still no green box in place. 

Hall Trust: IMacI reported that the hall had been cleaned prior to the recent Environmental 
Health Inspection - the Inspector had given the hall “top marks”. Prices had been received for 
grey paint and it was hoped that the hall would be repainted in time for the Christmas Party.  The 
hall was booked out for a wedding on Saturday 14th October. 

Lochgoil Community Trust: TM reported that the meeting had been cancelled as there was no 
quorum.  Next meeting would be in November. 

Letters: Letter received from A&B Council re imposing TRO at Turning Circle at the Rest.  Letter 
sent to A&B  Council by Lochgoil Community Council in support of TRO. 

9. Any Other Competent Business:  TM reported that he had read in the Arrochar Community 
Council minutes that A&B Council had paid for 15 visitors moorings to be installed in Gigha.  
Would there be any funding for a pontoon for Lochgoil? Cllr Reid stated that he was not aware of 
any funding by A&B Council for moorings and agreed to investigate and report back. (Action – Cllr 
R) 

IMacI reported that there was concerns in the community regarding the cut backs to the out of 
hours service and he hoped to ask Alison McKerracher, Locality Manager for the Cowal & Bute area 
to attend the November Community Council Meeting to discuss these concerns. Cllr McNeilly 
agreed with this and stated that it would be a good move to encourage the Locality Manager to 
attend the meeting. 

IMacI invited Councillor Alan Reid and Councillor Yvonne McNeilly to attend the Remembrance Day 
service at 11.00am on Sunday 12th November,2017.  IMacI advised that he had ordered the 
wreaths for the service. 

The Community Council expressed an interest in taking over the management of the public toilets 
and grass cutting. Cllr R and Cllr McN agreed to investigate and report back. (Action – Cllr R/Cllr 
McN) 

10.Date of Next Meeting:  Monday 13th November, 2017 
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